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June 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

The President. Kermit Ruffins and the 
Barbecue Swingers, right out of New Orle-
ans, Louisiana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ruffins. Thank you. Thanks for hav-
ing us. We’re glad to be here. Thank you, 
sir. 

The President. Proud you’re here. Thanks 
for coming. 

You all enjoy yourself. Make sure you 
pick up all the trash after it’s over. [Laugh-
ter] 

God bless you, and may God bless Amer-
ica. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. The 
transcript was released by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 20. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in the Russian Federation 
June 19, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to the accumulation of a large vol-
ume of weapons-usable fissile material in 
the territory of the Russian Federation is 
to continue beyond June 21, 2007. 

It remains a major national security goal 
of the United States to ensure that fissile 
material removed from Russian nuclear 
weapons pursuant to various arms control 
and disarmament agreements is dedicated 
to peaceful uses, subject to transparency 
measures, and protected from diversion to 

activities of proliferation concern. The ac-
cumulation of a large volume of weapons- 
usable fissile material in the territory of 
the Russian Federation continues to pose 
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security and foreign policy of the 
United States. For this reason, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared with re-
spect to the accumulation of a large volume 
of weapons-usable fissile material in the 
territory of the Russian Federation and 
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 19, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 20. The 
related notice of June 19 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 
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Remarks on Returning Without Approval to the Senate the ‘‘Stem Cell 
Research Enhancement Act of 2007’’ 
June 20, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Wel-
come. I’m glad you’re here. America is a 
nation that leads the world in science and 
technology. Our innovative spirit is making 
possible incredible advances in medicine 
that could save lives and cure diseases. 
America is also a nation founded on the 
principle that all human life is sacred, and 
our conscience calls us to pursue the possi-
bilities of science in a manner that respects 
human dignity and upholds our moral val-
ues. 

I appreciate the fact that we’re joined 
by a lot of folks who share the deep desire 
to advance science and, at the same time, 
uphold our moral values. I appreciate the 
fact that Mike Leavitt is here, Secretary 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services. I want to thank the Members of 
the United States Congress and Senate who 
have joined us. I thank you for taking your 
time to be here on this important an-
nouncement today. 

I’m joined on stage by two good docs, 
really smart, capable people: Dr. Bill 
Hurlbut, professor of Stanford University 
Medical Center; Dr. Don Landry, professor 
at Columbia University Department of 
Medicine—actually, he’s the chairman of 
the department. The reason they’re here 
is, these are brilliant biologists who are 
seeking new ways to develop stem cell lines 
without violating human life. And these are 
smart folks, and I cannot thank them 
enough for coming to the Oval Office to 
share with me their wisdom and their vi-
sion. 

I’m also up here with Carol Franz. She 
has whipped cancer twice by using adult 
stem cells; in other words, adult stem cells 
have saved her life. She’s a determined 
woman who believes strongly that there are 
different alternatives available to use stem 
cells other than that—those which are cre-

ated as the result of destruction of human 
life. 

And finally, I’m up here with the McNa-
mara family; Kaitlyne is with us. I’m going 
to talk about her in a second. 

I do want to thank the other stem cell 
patients and researchers and advocates who 
are here with us today. If you’re not in 
any of those categories, you’re welcome too. 
[Laughter] 

In 2001, I announced a policy to advance 
stem cell research in a way that is ambi-
tious, ethical, and effective. I became the 
first President to make Federal funds avail-
able for embryonic stem cell research, and 
my policy did this in ways that would not 
encourage the destruction of embryos. 
Since then, my administration has made 
more than $130 million available for re-
search on stem cell lines derived from em-
bryos that had already been destroyed. 
We’ve provided more than $3 billion for 
research on all forms of stem cells, includ-
ing those from adult and other nonembry-
onic sources. This careful approach is pro-
ducing results. It has contributed to proven 
therapeutic treatments in thousands of pa-
tients with many different diseases. It’s 
opening the prospect of new discoveries 
that could transform lives. 

Congress has sent me a bill that would 
overturn this policy. If this legislation be-
came law, it would compel American tax-
payers—for the first time in our history— 
to support the deliberate destruction of 
human embryos. I made it clear to Con-
gress and to the American people that I 
will not allow our Nation to cross this moral 
line. Last year, Congress passed a similar 
bill. I kept my promise by vetoing it. And 
today I’m keeping my word again: I am 
vetoing the bill that Congress has sent. 

Destroying human life in the hopes of 
saving human life is not ethical, and it is 
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